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The production recovered 135.09% in 2019 to 337.8K mt.
The recovered production made its export volume in 2020 increase to 90K mt.

The US pistachio production volume fell in 2019 to 335.7K mt. 
US pistachio exports were not significantly affected by the drop in production due to ample reserve pools.

The global pistachios export trade value fell to 2.4B USD in 2020.
Iran and Germany becoming global pistachio market players by increasing their export value in 2020.
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INTRODUCTION

Iran and the US are the two countries that hold the strongest positions in the global pistachio market. 
Growing domestic consumption over time and increasing exports indicate that the expansion of 
exports has driven inventories resulting from increased production.  

The production volume information in recent years can provide a broader picture of important 
producers in the global pistachio market and estimate stock availability in the market. While demand 
for pistachios is changing, producers have the responsibility to keep supply pistachios in stable 
quantities to maintain good profitability.

Production data at Tridge - A case study of 
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• Production of pistachio in Iran rebound in 2019 the which has led to an 
increase in exports.

• Large reserves in production centers in California, Arizona, and New 
Mexico cover low production volumes so that pistachios exports from the 
United States will not have a significant impact.

• Weather and the lack of container availability will disrupt pistachio 
production and supply chains to importers.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
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LOCAL NEWS

According to EastFruit analysts, the global pistachio 
market in the 2021/22 season will experience a certain 
shortage of this type of nut to fully meet the rather high 
global demand for it.

In fact, the world pistachio trade is controlled by only two countries - the United 
States and Iran, which annually sell for two about 300-350 thousand tons of 
pistachios for export. Since pistachio has a clear fruiting frequency, the production 
of these nuts varies greatly from year to year.

Recently, however, the factor of growing damage from climate change has been 
added to the factor of the frequency of pistachio fruiting. “In 2021, the pistachio 
crop in Iran will decline sharply due to frost damage in spring and abnormally high 
temperatures in summer. 

Local news - Tridge.com 

Image courtesy of east-fruit.com

Local news - Tridge.com 
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https://www.tridge.com/insights/us-export-of-pistachio-increases-even-though-logistic-constraints-remain
https://www.tridge.com/news/world-pistachio-market-irans-records-and-problems-


Tridge production data is useful for exporters and buyers 
as major agricultural commodities are generally analyzed 
by looking at each region’s national production trends. 

These production conditions can be a guide to see which markets are likely to 
strike in the near future or have the potential to go down. Exporters and buyers 
can use these production sets to determine the market equilibrium.

Tridge provides pistachio production data from major producers that can be used 
by suppliers and buyers to see volume trends over years to be used for analyzing 
supply availability and trading activity in major markets. By knowing domestic 
production in the major market and the factors that can influence it at the 
production stage, producers or traders can set strategies to stay competitive in 
this dynamic market.

HOW TRIDGE CAN HELP YOU
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01. Global Pistachio Market

Back in 2020, the export value of pistachios fell -20.46% to 2.4B USD whereas 
in 2019 it rebounded to 3B USD.

The decline in exports last year was followed by a decline in exports to its 
importer market. The US, which is the world’s largest supplier of pistachios 
with a share of 58.51%, experienced a decline in export value to 1.41B USD. 

 Iran and Germany, which are also the second and third 
 largest suppliers of pistachios, increased their export 
 value to 565.26M USD and 121.48M USD, respectively. 
 This makes both markets shine and played 
 a big role in the global supply of pistachios last year.

02. Rising production and demand boosts pistachio 
exports in Iran

Iran is the largest pistachio producer in the world with a production share of 
37.05% in the global market. 

The trend of pistachio production in Iran in the last 5 years decreased by 
-23.37%. The production trend peaked at 648.93K mt in 2017 but had to fall to 
143.7K mt in 2018. However, production recovered 135.09% in 2019 to 337.8K 
mt.

Chart 1. World’s Top pistachio exporters breakdown

Trends of Top 10 Exporters of HS code 080251 to World Total
PRODUCTION FOR HS CODE 080251

Chart 2. Pistachio production volume in Iran

Production Volume
HS CODE 080251
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As the largest exporting country, Iran shares 23.42% of export in the global 
market. The volume of Iranian pistachio production that fell in 2018 made its 
export volume also drop to 20K mt. However, the recovered production in 2019 
made its global export volume increase to 50K mt. The increase in global export 
volume continued in 2020 to 90K mt. The increase in pistachio export volume 
last year was in line with the increasing exports to importers due to rising 
demand. 

 China increased its import volume in the last 3 years 
 to 66.88K mt in 2020 thus making China have a strong 
 position in the Iranian pistachio import market.

The price of pistachio farmgate in Iran has fluctuated in recent years. When 

production increased in the 2015 to 2017 period and exports were quite 
stagnant, the price declined to reach 7.44K USD/mt in 2017. However, when 
production and exports fell in 2018, the price skyrocketed to 20K USD/mt. The  

price fell again to 9.32K USD/mt as production and exports rebounded in 2019. 
In addition, the increase in exports in 2020 may keep the price low.

03. US pistachio exports continue despite fluctuating 
production

The US is the second-largest producing country in the world with a production 
share of 36.81% in the global market. 

Chart 3. Top pistachio importer from Iran

Trends of Top 10 Exporters of in Shell Pistachios from Iran
FLOW: EXPORT • DIMENSION: VOLUME • HS CODE: PISTACHIOS - IN SHELL, FRESH OR DRIED (HS CODE 080251)  
EXPORTER: IRAN • IMPORTER: ALL • YEAR: 2020

Chart 4. Farmgate price of pistachio in Iran
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In contrast to Iran, the volume of pistachio production in the US fluctuates. In 
the last 5 years, production volume increased by +43.97%. 

However, it fell -25.03% in 2019 to 335.7K mt. While production fluctuates, the 
export volume shows the opposite trend. US pistachio exports were not 
significantly affected by the drop in production due to ample reserve pools. 
Even though the production volume decreased in 2017, the global export 
volume actually increased to 150K mt. Likewise, global export volume in 2019 
increased to 170K mt even though production fell that year. However, global 
export volume decreased to 140K mt as it is entering 2020.

As a result of pooling reserves to compensate for the pistachio shortage in the 
US, farmgate prices have also stabilized. Even the decline in production when 
demand for exports rose in 2019 made the price drop slightly to 5.78K USD/mt 
from 5.84K in the previous year.

Chart 6. Top pistachio importer from the US

Trends of Top 10 Exporters of in Shell Pistachios from USA
FLOW: EXPORT • DIMENSION: VOLUME • HS CODE: PISTACHIOS - IN SHELL, FRESH OR DRIED (HS CODE 080251)  
EXPORTER: USA • IMPORTER: ALL • YEAR: 2020

Chart 7. Farmgate price of pistachio in the US

Chart 5.  Pistachio production volume in the US
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04. How production reflects global pistachio supply

World pistachio trade is dominated by the top two countries, the US and Iran. 
High production makes both countries supply more global pistachios stock. 
However, in the middle of high domestic consumption and demand for exports, 
producers often face challenges to maintain the availability of supplies to 
importers. In addition to the weather affecting pistachio production, the lack of 
container availability will disrupt shipments which lead to price increases. 

In 2021, the pistachio harvest in Iran fell sharply due to frost damage in the 
spring and abnormally high temperatures in the summer. In addition to the 
decline in production volumes, Iranian pistachio quality problems are also 
expected. Likewise, production in the United States is also reduced, which 
means the supply of pistachios to the world market is also reduced. However, 
pistachio exports from the US are dependent on stocks remaining from the 
2020 harvest. Currently, consumption and sales are increasing post-lockdown 
despite the lack of container availability.

Tridge provides the world production data of 
global agricultural products.
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https://www.tridge.com/production


ABOUT US

ABOUT TRIDGE
Tridge is a Global Trade Ecosystem in the food and agriculture industry that 
combines professional network and data intelligence and makes trustworthy 
and sustainable cross-border trades possible. We create and provide a very 
unique and powerful global-scale platform for buyers and suppliers to be 
connected and do business with each other more confidently and seamlessly.

Our mission is to become a go-to place for the ultimate sourcing solutions by 
creating a safe and reliable trade community. For Buyers, Tridge consistently 
provides extensive market trend data around the globe, creating opportunities 
in both untapped and existing markets and connecting them with credible 
suppliers. For Suppliers, we identify and develop sales opportunities from the 
regions they could not reach ever before. We combine state-of-the-art 
technology to make this happen. 

For more information visit:
tridge.com 
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https://www.tridge.com/white-papers

