
Tridge Price Case Study - 
How to read and apply Garlic 
Wholesale Prices 
WHITE PAPER, OCT 2021

 

 

 

Introduction

The Covid-19 pandemic has had a direct and negative impact on the global garlic market. China was the 
top garlic producing country in the world, with a global production share of 75.74% in 2019. But during 
the pandemic, supplies from China decreased due to restrictions and shipping delays. Meanwhile, 
Spain, the top garlic exporting country in Europe, was forced to reduce its export volume due to weather 
factors that affected production volume. The high demand for garlic in these two countries made garlic 
prices increase drastically.

Garlic demand and prices are always changing, meaning that producers and traders must be well 
informed and adapt to the market to be able to supply stable quantities while maintaining good 
profitability margins. 

• The COVID-19 pandemic and restrictions on export-
import activities in China kept domestic garlic 
prices high.

• The domestic garlic price in Spain rose due to 
weather conditions.

• The price of garlic in importing countries did not 
change significantly. 

• America imported more garlic in 2020 and domestic 
production of Indonesian garlic soared in 2019.

Key Takeaways
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Tridge provides real-time, transparent, wholesale prices and market quotes that  
suppliers and buyers can use to benchmark prices in major markets. They can serve as  
a guide for suppliers to predict feasible sales prices and for buyers to determine fair 
supplier prices when negotiating with the counterparties.

These wholesale prices can also be a guide for major markets and any country wishing 
to join the trade. By knowing the domestic market price of a product and the factors that 
can affect price shifts, producers or traders can remain competitive in such a dynamic 
market. 

Tridge helps producers/importers keep track of price trends by providing wholesale 
prices in the garlic industry that are updated daily and/or weekly. 

Our coverage includes:

• Garlic domestic wholesale price in Shandong and Henan, China since 2019

• Garlic domestic wholesale price of Spring variety in Bilbao, Spain since 2016

• Garlic domestic wholesale price of White variety in the importing country (US and 

Indonesia) in 2021 

Garlic Market Landscape

The global export value of Garlic (HS Code: 070320) increased to 2.9B USD in 2020. 
According to Table 1, the top countries, China and Spain, had an export value of 2.07B 
USD and 478.32M USD respectively, translating to a 3.38% and 34.83% increase 
respectively from 2019. Responsible for such a large portion of the market, these 2 
countries have a lot of influence on the global market.

The global export value of Garlic (HS Code: 070320) increased to 2.9B USD in 2020. 
According to Table 1, the top countries, China and Spain, had an export value of 2.07B 
USD and 478.32M USD respectively, translating to a 3.38% and 34.83% increase 
respectively from 2019. Responsible for such a large portion of the market, these 2 
countries have a lot of influence on the global market.

Garlic price in Shandong, China remains high in 2021

Most of China’s garlic is produced in Shandong. The wholesale prices of garlic in the 
Shandong province increased in the second half of 2020. Prices rose from 0.8 USD/KG 
in June 2020 to 1.4 USD/KG in February 2021. The price fell to almost 1 USD/KG in April 
2021 but rebounded to 1.6 USD/KG in August 2021.

The increase in the domestic wholesale price of garlic since 2020 is likely to increase 
further given the still high Covid-19 cases and the restrictions in China which have 
canceled the delivery of this commodity to several countries due to a shortage of 
containers.

Table 1.  Garlic global export value in 2020
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For countries that import garlic from China, this may be a sign to look for alternative 
garlic suppliers to avoid even greater shipment costs.

Garlic price in Henan, China recovered in the second 
half of 2020 

Henan is the second-largest producer of garlic in China. The wholesale price of garlic in 
the Henan province showed a drop in the first half of 2020 from 1.6 USD/KG in January 
2020 to 0.4 USD/KG in May 2020. The price decline occurred due to the large production 
volume. In addition, garlic was often immature, making prices fall further. However, the 
price rose again in the second half of 2020 until August 2021, to 1 USD/KG as the fresh 
garlic began to mature.

The drastic drop in prices due to large stock and immaturity made buyers more sensitive 
to issues in the garlic industry in Henan. As a buyer, quality still came first. Even if the 
price was low it was not a good time to buy more. Knowing this information can prompt 

buyers to look at alternative regions in China to get their suppliers.

Domestic garlic wholesale price of Spring variety in 
Bilbao, Spain since 2016

The domestic wholesale price of Spring variety garlic in Spain increased entering early 
2020.

Chart 2.  Domestic garlic wholesale price in Henan, China

Chart 3.  Domestic garlic wholesale price in Bilbao, Spain

Chart 1.  Domestic garlic wholesale price in Shandong, China
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The domestic wholesale price of Spring variety garlic in Spain increased entering early 
2020. Prices increased from 9 USD/KG in December 2019 to 10 USD/KG in January 2020 
and remained stable until May 2020. The increase continued from June 2020 to 
September 2020 reaching 11 USD/KG. Although there was a slight decline in November 
2020, prices rose again and stabilized around11 USD/KG in July 2021. According to 
Tridge, the price increase that occurred in Spain in 2020 was influenced by weather 
conditions. Excessive rain caused significant skin damage to most garlic, resulting in a 
shortage of garlic to market.

Spain, the world’s top garlic exporter, exported 478.32M USD worth of garlic in 2020. 
Based on the bar graph above, we can easily see the change in demand from the 
importing countries and compare demand from years past. High demand from importing 
countries will increase garlic prices in Spain. For importers, this information is very useful 
to find out which countries have the most leverage when trying to get a bigger share in 
the Spanish garlic market.

Domestic garlic wholesale price in the US and Indonesia

The wholesale price of white variety garlic from China in importing countries such as the 
US and Indonesia shows different patterns. The price of garlic in Indonesia stabilized at 
around 2 USD/KG in 2021. Meanwhile, the price in the US remained around 4 USD/KG in 
the first 5 months of 2021, then dropped in June 2021 to 3 USD/KG where it remained.

This information is very useful for producers/suppliers as knowing the prices in the end 
markets can help them calculate their available margin spread,  while for importers, this 
information can be used to benchmark the suppliers’ offer prices.

Garlic demand in the US very high in 2020

Garlic imports to the USA in 2020 increased 17.36% from the previous year. Based on 
Table 2, in 2020, the US experienced a 19.27% decline from China, but still retained the 
top spot, responsible for 40.77% of all US imports.

Chart 5.  Domestic garlic wholesale price in US and Indonesia

Chart 4.  Top garlic exporting countries breakdown
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The decline in the import value from China in 2020 occurred due to restrictions that 
canceled the shipment of this commodity to the US. To cover the high demand for garlic, 
the US increased its imports from other countries such as Spain, Mexico, Argentina, etc. 
For producers, this information can be used to find potential competitor markets (and 
their prices) and US garlic demand trends, which have been increasing every year.

Domestic garlic production in Indonesia jumped 
sharply in 2019

Meanwhile in Indonesia, domestic production volume in 2019 experienced a significant 
increase to over 80K mt. The sharp increase in production volume during the year 
caused the price to fall below 1800 USD/mt. Tridge provides this information for suppliers 
so that they don’t export more garlic to Indonesia, as it will create an oversupply and 
make prices fall even lower. However, for domestic buyers, low prices and high stock 
volume means that now is a good time to buy more garlic. 

How importers and suppliers can apply price data

Wholesale prices of garlic in the producer and importer markets, as well as the demand 
landscape and production data, are useful for suppliers and buyers in managing product 
supply, estimating and comparing prices, calculating margin spreads, and finding key 
price trends to refer to when deciding offer prices.

The market price of garlic in the top producing and exporting countries has increased in 
the past year. Despite rising prices, the high demand for garlic has caused producers/
suppliers to increase their exports. However, the Covid-19 pandemic remains an obstacle 
that causes delays in transportation and logistics to importers, pushing prices up. Not 
only that, weather has been another major challenge in the garlic production process 
throughout the industrial chain.

Check how importers and suppliers can apply price 
data on the Tridge platform.
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Table 2.  Garlic global import value in 2020

Chart 6.  Indonesian domestic garlic production volume
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https://www.tridge.com/prices/curations?products_In=239

