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HEADLINES

Rice imports to China escalate despite domestic production 
holding steady on year01

High production and demand 
make India a world-class exporter02
India’s total rice production in 2019 was 177.65M MT.
After hitting a low point, India’s rice exports jumped (+243%) YoY to 350.9M USD in 2020.
High demand from Senegal (+426.87%) boosts India’s rice exports.

China’s rice production has always reached 200M MT annually in the past 5 years.
China’s rice exports fell (-18%) YoY or amounted to 26.2M USD in 2020.
China is the world’s largest rice importer with a total of 424.4M USD in 2020.
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INTRODUCTION

Asia has been the largest share in world rice production for many years, with China and India 
becoming the leading producers with a total of 209.61M MT and 177.65M MT respectively in 2019. 
Rice production in Asian countries mainly influences the global market, swinging the world supply 
volume. As the second most important cereal crop, after maize, rice is in demand by many 
consumers, especially in the Asia Pacific which is identified as the largest market. 

On the other hand, although North America and Europe’s imports are still not commensurate with the 
consumption of Asian countries, both currently import a sizable amount of rice. As a staple food for 
most Asian countries, rice production has experienced considerable growth in recent years, 
supported by increasing demand in developing countries and the world.

China’s rice imports rise as India’s exports 
run rampant
WHITE PAPER, OCT 2021

3China’s rice imports rise as India’s exports run rampant



Although rice production in China and India are both stable, China prefers to 
import more in 2020, while India is directly targeting the international market 
for its domestic production.

• China’s rice exports have decreased even though production remains high.

• China chooses to import more due to rising domestic demand.

• India’s rice exports surge in 2020 due to strong demand, especially from 
West Africa.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
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LOCAL NEWS

The Central Statistics Agency (BPS) reports that rice and 
rice production until September 2021 has increased. 
However, the area of rice harvested land actually 
experienced a narrowing. 

Head of BPS Margo Yuwono said the realization of the rice harvest during January-
September 2021 was 8.77 million ha or decreased by around 237.65 thousand ha 
(2.64 percent) compared to the realization of the rice harvest in 2020 of 9.01 
million ha. Meanwhile, the harvest potential during October-December 2021 is 
estimated at 1.75 million ha.

“Thus, the total potential of the rice harvest in 2021 is estimated to reach 10.52 
million ha, or decrease by about 141.95 thousand ha, or equivalent to 1.33 percent 
compared to the rice harvest area in 2020 which amounted to 10.66 million ha,” 
Margo explained in a teleconference session on Friday (15/10/2021).

Image courtesy of www.liputan6.com

Local news - Tridge.com 
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Observing the current trade market can be the most 
challenging due to different forces, one of which is 
production availability in each producer. 

Long-term production data have been used to evaluate supply movements from 
year to year where we can see how much domestic demand can be met or how 
much stock can be shipped overseas. Long-term records are invaluable for 
knowing what the future holds. Excess or shortage of production supply can 
affect the fluctuation of trading volume. Production data at Tridge is a useful tool 
for exporters and buyers as major agricultural commodities are generally analyzed 
by looking at each region’s national production trends. 

As you develop your export determination strategy, long-term production will help 
you to define share limits for both domestic and overseas. Long-term production 
data can help to see:

• Share of export among its domestic production

• Possible causes of low and high supply 

• Possible causes of low and high global trade

• Estimated total output when the product is not consumed domestically  
so it can be exported or imported

HOW TRIDGE CAN HELP YOU
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01. Rice imports to China escalate despite domestic 
production holding steady on year

As a producer country that is trusted to meet domestic and international rice 
consumption, Asia has spread its wings with significant growth in production 
and trade from year to year.

Back in 2019, China (30.8%), India (26.1%), Indonesia (8%) were the three top 
producers followed by Bangladesh (8%) and Vietnam (6.4%).

As seen in Chart 2, the export of broken rice has weakened since 2018 and 
reached its lowest point in the last 5 years with only securing 1.7B USD in 2019. 
However, the world’s broken rice exports have recovered to 1.8B USD in the 
following years.

The top three exporters include India (+243.62%), Myanmar (+29.8%), and 
Vietnam (+17.44%) are growing rapidly and exporting more intensely in 2020. 
On the other hand, Pakistan (-8.71%), Thailand (-61.49%), and Brazil (-17.13%) 
appear to show concurrent declines. India still becomes the leading exporter 
with 18.99% in global share, as the country has also managed to recover from 
the export value which fell 3 years ago.

Chart 1. Production of Rice (Paddy) Across the Globe

Production Trends by Countries
PRODUCTION FOR FAO CODE 0027

Table 1. Top Exporters of Rice (Broken) Across the Globe

Production Volume
HS CODE 080251

Chart 2. Export Value Trend of Rice (Broken) Across the Globe

Trade Overview 
EXPORT VALUE TREND OF HS CODE 100640 ACROSS THE GLOBE

7China’s rice imports rise as India’s exports run rampant



China’s rice production has been stable in the past 5 years and always reaches 
200M MT per year. In 2019, China could produce rice for around 209.61M MT, 
only decreased by (-1%) from the previous year.

In contrast to steady production, China’s rice export has plummeted further 
since 2019. In the following years, China could only export 26.2M USD of rice, 
a decrease of (-18%) YoY. The decline occurs because importers such as 
Burkina Faso and Benin no longer receive supplies from China in 2020. This is 
majorly due to its relative competitiveness with India in the African market.

The farm gate prices have been getting lower since 2017. China finally offered 
a price of 0.40 USD per KG in 2019; a decrease of (-15%) YoY. The highest price 
offered by China occurred in 2016 with 0.55 USD per KG.

Chart 3. Rice (Paddy) Production in China

Rice, paddy (FAO Code 0027) Production in China from 2014 to 2019 
DIMENSION: VOLUME · FAO CODE: RICE, PADDY (FAO CODE 0027) · COUNTRY: CHINA · PERIOD: 2014~2019

Table 2. Top Importers of Rice (Broken) from China

Trade Data by Countries 
TOP IMPORTERS OF HS CODE 100640 FROM CHINA

Chart 4. Producer Price (Farm Gate Price) of Rice in China

Trends of Producer Price (Farm Gate Price)
TOP IMPORTERS OF HS CODE 100640 FROM CHINA
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Besides China, which turns out to be more focused on meeting domestic needs 
rather than exports to foreign countries, China is the world’s largest rice 
importer after Senegal. The highest peak of China’s rice imports occurred in 
2020 amounted to 424.4M USD with more than 50% of imports supplied by 
Vietnam.

02. High production and demand make India  
a world-class exporter

India is the second-largest rice producer in the world, and its supply continues 
to increase from year to year. The total production in 2019 amounted to 177.65M 
MT and India has never produced below 160M MT since 2016.

 India’s stability in producing rice  
 on a large scale also makes the country  
 as the world’s preferred exporter.

India’s rice exports have soared to 350.9 million USD, an increase (+243%) YoY. 
After slumping in 2019, India managed to bounce back and became a leading 

exporter whose supplies were mostly sent to Senegal (53.08%) by increasing 
around (+426.87%) in 2020.

While the rest are diversified enough to meet the needs of Djibouti, Ivory Coast, 
Ethiopia, and even China.

Chart 5. Import Value Trend of Rice (Broken) to China

Trade Overview
IMPORT VALUE TREND OF HS CODE 100640 TO CHINA

Chart 6. Rice (Paddy) Production in India

Rice, paddy (FAO Code 0027) Production in India from 2014 to 2019
DIMENSION: VOLUME · FAO CODE: RICE, PADDY (FAO CODE 0027) · COUNTRY: INDIA · PERIOD: 2014~2019

Table 3. Top Importers of Rice (Broken) from India

Trade Data by Countries 
TOP IMPORTERS OF HS CODE 100640 FROM INDIA
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Although Covid-19 has undeniably hit production, exports of non-basmati rice 
have soared as West Asia seeks to build up its cereal stocks to anticipate global 
food shortages.

 The high demand for non-basmati rice  
 from West Africa and Southeast Asia is expected  
 to have driven a substantial increase 
 in India’s rice exports this year.

While basmati exports have traditionally been India’s mainstay, non-basmati 
varieties are also gaining fame in international markets throughout 2020-21. 
India even believes that demand will continue to soar for some more time, as 
Indian rice is cheaper than its competitors. The unexpectedly weak rupee value 
gives India a chance to excel in exporting rice to the rest of the world.

Conclusion

China and India have become the world’s leading rice producers whose supply 
remained stable over the years with the most massive production among other 
markets. However, given China’s high consumption, production is prioritized 
for domestic use. China even relies heavily on Vietnam to increase its domestic 
supply. In contrast, India is actually more interested in exporting rice abroad. 
The quality of its annual production has contributed to India’s success in the 
world rice market, especially when demand from West Africa is soaring.

 India remains the world’s leading rice exporter  
 whose value is projected to remain high  
 in the coming years

Tridge provides the world production data  
of global agricultural products.
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ABOUT US

ABOUT TRIDGE
Tridge is a Global Trade Ecosystem in the food and agriculture industry that 
combines professional network and data intelligence and makes trustworthy 
and sustainable cross-border trades possible. We create and provide a very 
unique and powerful global-scale platform for buyers and suppliers to be 
connected and do business with each other more confidently and seamlessly.

Our mission is to become a go-to place for the ultimate sourcing solutions by 
creating a safe and reliable trade community. For Buyers, Tridge consistently 
provides extensive market trend data around the globe, creating opportunities 
in both untapped and existing markets and connecting them with credible 
suppliers. For Suppliers, we identify and develop sales opportunities from the 
regions they could not reach ever before. We combine state-of-the-art 
technology to make this happen. 

For more information visit:
tridge.com 

CONTACT
Juhee Yoon, Product Manager
juhee.yoon@tridge.com

EDITOR
Julia Kim

WRITERS
Fardhani Pradipta
Rimelda Rinaldi

DESIGN
Michelle Lee 
Victoria Shangina

11China’s rice imports rise as India’s exports run rampant

https://www.tridge.com/white-papers

