
April 2022

Fruits & Vegetables
2022 Quarterly Recap
Ver. 2

Intelligence & Solutions



2

Table of Contents

Part I � Quarterly Issues ························································································· 3

Part II � Quarterly Summary ·················································································· 5

Intelligence & Solutions



3

Part I

Quarterly Issues

1.1 Weather Issues

1.2 Logistics Issues

1.3 Trade Regulation

1.4 Russia-Ukraine Conflict

1.5 COVID�19

1.6 Price Trends

Intelligence & Solutions



4

Part. I

Quarterly Issues

Weather Issues ● Typhoon Rai affects Thai crops, including bananas
● Cold weather and rains affects Mexican lemon crops
● Unfavorable weather affects chilean blueberry production
● Rains damages Argentinian pear crops, producing lower-quality fruits
● Cold weather in Mexico decreases onion production, increasing prices
● Unseasonal heavy rains damages Indian onion crops
● Storm Filomena reduces Spanish bell production and lowers vegetable quality
● Rains in Spain prevents carrot harvesting

Logistic Issues ● Container shortages and high freight costs affects Latin American exports
● Container shortages and increased freight costs affects Dutch lemon exports and

Hong Kong cherry exports
● A general transport strike in Spain prevents carrot exports

Trade Regulation ● Japan lifts the restriction that mandates testing for all Philippine banana imports
● China signes a pear protocol with South Africa, allowing imports
● Russia reopens its borders for imported Chinese pears
● Belarus implements a six-month ban on food imports from the European Union,

affecting Dutch pear exports

Russia-Ukraine
Conflict

● Bananas from Ecuador, Costa Rica, and Guatemala are rerouted due to the war,
affecting global banana prices

● The war affects Chinese pear exports, South African orange and lemon exports, and
Belgium pear exports

● Produce destined for Russia and Ukraine are rerouted or sold at other markets for a
lower price

COVID�19 ● New COVID�19 outbreak affects Chinese production and exports of many products,
including cherries, grapes, onions, and carrots.

Price Trends ● Ecuador, Costa Rica, and Guatemala face increased production prices, affecting
banana prices

● Increased inflation, production costs, and freight costs in Spain affects the price of
Spanish produce

● Egypt and the United States face increased production and freight costs, affecting
orange prices

● High production and freight costs affects Dutch lemon and bell pepper prices
● Increases inflation, production costs, and freight costs in Chile affects the price of

grapes
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Part II

Quarterly Summary

1.1 Fruits

- Banana
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1.2 Veggies
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Part. II                                                                               Quarterly Summary- Fruits

Banana

Ecuador Ecuadorian banana production remained stable during the first quarter of 2022 despite
encountering many challenges. A further price increase in fertilizers and cartons caused
increased production costs, and a fight with FR4 has come under control this first quarter.
The Russia-Ukraine war affected the banana industry since exports to these countries
represent 23% of all Ecuadorian banana exports, and shipped containers had to be rerouted
to other European markets at lower prices.

Philippines Philippine banana production encountered a rough 2022 start due to the impact Typhoon
Rai left on crops. The Thai agricultural ministry strives to help the industry recover by
encouraging sustainable practices and shifting to more resilient banana varieties. Recently
Japan lifted the mandatory testing for all Philippine banana exports, resulting in an import
increase. The government and the Pilipino Banana Growers and Exporters Association
�PBGEA� are investing USD 76,416 in a marketing campaign that promotes the consumption
of Philippine bananas in Japan.

Costa Rica So far in 2022, Costa Rica faced a drier climate that had a positive effect on reducing the
Black Sigatoka disease in banana crops. Costa Rica is still facing increasing production costs
with high fertilizer prices. Additionally, there is still a container and freight shortage which
affects banana exports. The Russia-Ukraine war has affected Costa Rican banana exports
as the country exports 25,000 banana boxes to Russia and 85,000 to Ukraine every week.
Costa Rican producers had to reroute already sent containers and reallocate supply to other
markets at a low spot price.

Guatemala

Figure 1.
Source: FAOSTAT

Most Guatemalan banana exports are private operations by big corporations. “Medium tier”
producers hold most of the remaining market share. During the first quarter of 2022, exports
remained stable, but producers are earning small margins since production costs have
increased due to a price rise in products like fertilizers and cartons. The Russia-Ukraine war
has affected the industry, leaving producers with supplies that cannot be shipped and
uncollectible accounts receivable.

Outlook Banana production is expected to remain stable in the top exporting countries, but
exports will decrease because of the Russia-Ukraine war. The oversupply the war
generates will trigger a global price drop, affecting banana producers.
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Part. II                                                                               Quarterly Summary- Fruits

Orange

Spain During the first quarter of 2022, Spanish oranges faced a difficult season due to the high
competitiveness with Egypt and other exporters that offer the product at a low cost.
Spanish orange producers are struggling because of inflation and increasing production
costs in electricity, water, fertilizer, and others, leaving producers with small profits.
Additionally, the effect of storm Celia could delay the harvest of oranges, delaying exports.

South Africa South Africa is the second-largest orange exporter globally, holding a market share of
approximately 15%. South Africa had an orange export value of USD 817.97 million, and it is
expected to grow at a CARG rate of 2.3% by 2026. South African orange exports are set to
start in mid-April. Due to the Russia-Ukraine war, the South African citrus industry will have
to find new markets for up to 10% of its exports before the season starts.

Egypt So far this season, Egypt has already experienced a decrease in exports. Producers have
been facing a drop in demand as other supplying countries, like Spain, Greece, Turkey, and
South Africa are still active in the market despite being off-season. The price of Egyptian
oranges has increased due to a rise in production and freight costs. Fertilizers, pesticides,
and raw materials have doubled in price, directly affecting production costs. Shipping costs
from Egypt have also increased, making Egyptian oranges less competitive.

United States In the first quarter of 2022, orange production in California decreased from 20% to 30%,
depending on the variety, compared to last year, when production was very high, and over
5% of the fruit was left unharvested on trees. Production yield is down, and fruit sizes are
smaller, attributed to droughts and increased production costs, including water, labor,
fertilizer, and fuel. Domestic demand and prices have been so strong that packing facilities
are choosing to sell their products locally instead of exporting them, avoiding high shipping
costs.

Figure 2.
Source: FAOSTAT

Outlook The global orange market is forecasted to increase by a CAGR of 3% until 2026. In 2022,
orange prices are predicted to increase moderately despite an expected production
growth of 77 million tonnes due to favorable weather in Mexico, Brazil, and Turkey. In the
past years, COVID�19 has posed a threat to the orange industry due to labor shortages
and supply chain disruptions, but it is expected the industry will recover as the pandemic
gets controlled.
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Part. II                                                                               Quarterly Summary- Fruits

Lemon

Spain Despite being the largest lemon exporter, the first quarter of 2022 was rough for the
Spanish lemon industry due to its competition with Turkey and other exporters that offer
lemons at a low cost. Spanish lemon producers struggled with high inflation and production
costs, leaving small profit margins. The effect of storm Celia could also affect the industry
by delaying the harvest of lemons.

Mexico Mexican lemons are available year-round, but the lemon season starts in May and goes
through September. Up to January 2022, Mexican lemons registered a 153% price increase
YoY. The price increase is attributed to low production due to unfavorable weather and
increased production costs due to increased fertilizer prices. Mexican lemon prices are
expected to start decreasing in May when production rises.

South Africa South Africa dispatched its first batch of early lemons during the first quarter of 2022,
reaching exports of 1 million cartons which is 18.5% more than the same period in 2021. The
Middle East received 645,000 boxes, 27.5% more than the same period in 2021. Southeast
Asia received 68.2% more boxes of lemons, reaching 185,000 cartons. Exports to Canada
doubled, reaching 56,000 lemon boxes in the first quarter of 2022. With the ongoing war,
exports to Russia decreased by 31.4%, to 129,000 lemon boxes. The Russian market holds
approximately 7% to 10% of South African citrus exports, meaning early shipments of lemons
destined for Russia were sold in other markets at a lower cost.

The Netherlands The Netherlands is the fourth largest lemon exporter with an 8.35% export market share. In
2020, the Netherlands held a lemon export value of USD 326.5 million, representing a
19.93% increase from exports in the previous year. The main export destinations for Dutch
lemons include Germany, France, and Poland. This quarter, the Netherlands was affected by
high freight costs and a container shortage, but predictions state lemon exports will remain
stable despite the complications.

Figure 3.
Source: FAOSTAT

Outlook In 2022, the global lemon and lime output is forecasted to grow by 4%, reaching 22
million tons. This increase in supply is predicted to occur due to higher production in
Mexico ��7%�, Turkey ��27%�, and South Africa ��4%�. Additionally, it is expected that
lemon consumption will increase in 2020, creating a rise in demand and keeping prices
high.
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Part. II                                                                               Quarterly Summary- Fruits

Blueberry

Peru Peru produces over 60 varieties of blueberries, creating a long season that lasts from
August to mid-February, with the peak production from September to November. Peruvian
blueberry exports reached 215,356 tons until January 2022, representing a 30% increase
from the same period last season. Estimates indicate that blueberry exports will reach
220,076 tons this season. The Peruvian blueberry price decreased by 3% YoY to USD 5.93
per kilogram. Predictions state that in 2022, there will be a 30% increase in production and
exports attributed to good weather and the expansion of the production area.

Chile The 2021/2022 Chilean blueberry season started in September 2021 and will last until April
2022. Despite positive predictions of increased production and stable exports, Chilean
blueberries faced a 7% decrease YoY until January. During the first quarter of 2022, Chilean
blueberry exporters faced an unfavorable climate, logistics issues, and decreased labor
force due to COVID�19. It is expected that Chilean blueberry exports will continue to recover
until the end of the season.

The Netherlands The Netherlands produces approximately 9,000 to 11,000 metric tons of blueberries annually
and imports additional blueberries to cover their export demand. In 2020, the Netherlands
was the third-largest blueberry exporter with an 11.11% market share and an export value of
USD 487.45 million. The Netherlands mainly supplies blueberries to European countries like
Germany, the United Kingdom, Belgium, and Poland. The Netherlands has increased its
planted area to provide more local supply and is more competitive between July and
mid-September. The upcoming season is expected to start with no major issues.

Spain Spain is the 4th largest blueberry exporter, holding a 9.9% market share. Predictions state
that the Spanish blueberry production area will increase by 8% this year. While the Spanish
blueberry season traditionally starts in June and lasts through July, during the first quarter
of 2022, Spain supplied some early blueberries. Producers, however, were reluctant to
export the early blueberries overseas since they are more delicate and need thermal
blankets during air freight to guarantee freshness and quality at the destination. Producers
are concerned about the increasing production costs due to a rise in the price of plastic,
carton, fuel, and electricity, which will affect blueberry prices this season.

Figure 4.
Source: FAOSTAT

Outlook Predictions state the global blueberry industry will expand steadily during the next few
years with a CAGR of 11.8% until 2027. The supply, however, is still limited, affecting the
market growth. Per capita consumption of blueberries has increased globally, meaning
producing countries will have to increase their supply to cover global demand. Forecasts
state that the blueberry planted area will rapidly expand in South America, Europe,
Africa, and Asia.
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Part. II                                                                               Quarterly Summary- Fruits

Cherry

Chile The Chilean cherry season starts in November and lasts through February. During the first
quarter of 2022, Chilean cherry sales were popular in China due to the Chinese New Year.
During the 2021/2022 Chilean Cherry season, Chile doubled its exports to the United States
by 109.9% and increased its exports to India by 53%. Chile is trying to diversify its export
destinations of Chilean cherries to decrease its dependence on the Chinese market since it
holds a 94.4% export market share.

Hong Kong December to February are the months of peak demand for cherries in Hong Kong and China.
During these months, 90% of the annual export of Hong Kong cherries was completed.
Since Hong Kong cherries cannot cover the demand in China and Hong Kong, these
countries also import cherries from China, the United States, Australia, and New Zealand.
This Hong Kong cherry season faced many uncertainties due to various shipping and
logistics issues like container shortages and the high cost of sea freight. Currently, the
season is almost over, and cherry prices are low.

United States The United States is the third-largest cherry exporter with a 10.3% export market share. In
2020, the United States held a cherry export value of USD 478.3 million, growing by 12.8%
since 2015. The main export destinations for American cherries include Canada, South
Korea, and China. The cherry season in the United States starts in May and lasts through
August, and it is forecast to begin without any supply complications.

Turkey Turkey is the fourth-largest cherry exporter globally, having an 83.55% five-year growth
until 2020. The Turkish cherry season starts in May and lasts until June. So far this year,
Turkish cherry producers have not faced any complications, and if weather conditions
remain stable, Turkey will have a successful cherry season.

Figure 5.
Source: FAOSTAT

Outlook Predictions state that cherry production will surpass 4 million tons globally. The cherry
industry has expanded the most in Chile, Turkey, and the United States. Forecasts
indicate that global exports in the 2021/2022 season will increase by 2.6% from the last
season.
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Part. II                                                                               Quarterly Summary- Fruits

Grape

Chile Chile is the largest fresh grape exporter, holding a 15.6% export market share. Chile
experienced good spring weather and strong international demand for grapes. In the first
quarter, logistics issues increased freight costs, and inflated production costs continued to
be a problem for the grape industry. This year, Chilean producers have focused on bettering
the quality of grapes to strengthen the market. In January, Chilean grape prices decreased
by 38% month-on-month due to lower seasonal demand and higher production. Chilean
grape production is forecast to increase by 22% this 2021/2022 season, reaching 805,000
tons.

Peru The 2021/2022 grape season has been successful for Peruvian producers. In the first
quarter of 2022, Peruvian grapes showed a positive export trend, especially for seedless
white grapes that increased production and exports. On the other hand, the production and
exports of red globe grapes decreased. Peruvian grape season is about to finalize with good
production volume and export values since Chile, and the United States faced a decrease in
supply, triggering higher demand and higher prices for Peruvian grapes. Some markets that
have increased their imports of Peruvian grapes include South Korea ��119%�, China ��22%�,
Mexico ��40%�, the United Kingdom ��26%�, and Hong Kong ��34%�.

China China is the third-largest grape exporter globally, holding an 11.3% market share. In 2020,
China had a grape export value of USD 1.2 billion, representing a 22.8% export market share.
The main export markets for Chinese grapes include Vietnam, Thailand, and Indonesia.
Predictions state that during the 2021/2022 grape season, China will reach a grape
production volume of 11 million metric tons, representing a 2% increase from the previous
season. Grape exports from China are forecasted to drop by 23% to 330,000 tons this
season due to the new outbreak of COVID�19.

Italy Italy is the fourth largest grape exporter globally, holding approximately 8% of the market.
The Italian grape season starts in June and ends in October. In 2020, Italy reached a grape
export value of USD 834.94 million, and it is predicted that this year the export value will
remain similar as in past seasons.

Figure 6.
Source: FAOSTAT

Outlook The global grape market is forecasted to grow at a CAGR of 7.1% until 2027. Grape
demand is increasing due to a rise in wine demand, making it very attractive for growers
to increase their production area.
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Part. II                                                                               Quarterly Summary- Fruits

Pear

China China is the largest pear exporter globally, holding a 24.4% export market share. In 2020,
China had a pear export value of USD 667.7 million. The main export destinations are
Vietnam, Indonesia, and Thailand. China signed a pear protocol with South Africa in the first
quarter of 2021, which will help the country supply its domestic and international demand.
Additionally, Russia reopened its borders for imported Chinese pears after stopping imports
in August 2019, but the current Russia-Ukraine conflict will affect Chinese pear exports to
Russia.

The Netherlands The Netherlands is the second-largest pear exporter. In 2020, the Netherlands had a pear
export value of USD 113.8 million, exporting primarily to Germany, the United Kingdom, and
Poland. During the first quarter of 2022, pear production in the Netherlands was stable, but
exports were affected by Belarus’ six-month ban on food imports from the EU. The
Netherlands exported about 13,000 tons of pears to Belarus in previous years, taking up
about 3.6% of the Dutch export volume.

Belgium Belgian pears have increased their production during this first quarter. Predictions state that
by the end of 2022, Belgium will have a pear production increase of 59,000 tons. There
seems to be 30% less pear production in Europe, which gives Belgium an export advantage
despite a price increase due to high production costs. The Russia-Ukraine war will affect the
pear market in Belgium since the supply previously destined for these markets will be
redirected to other European markets at a lower price.

Argentina So far this year, Argentinian pear production has dropped by 40% due to cold weather and
freezes. Larger producers were able to overcome the unfavorable weather and maintained
their export volumes. Still, medium and small producers faced damaged crops and lower
quality fruits that did not meet export standards. Until February 2022, the export volume
reached 121.3 thousand tons, representing a 10% decrease from the same period in 2021.
Russia faced the largest drop in exports. The export volume reached only 31.7 thousand
tons until February compared to the 37.7 thousand tons exported last year.

Figure 7.
Source: FAOSTAT

Outlook Predictions state that global production is expected to rise by 3.7% to 23.4 million tons
during the 2021/2022 season, despite pear production being expected to decrease by
28% in the European Union. In terms of the Southern hemisphere which includes
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Chile, New Zealand, and South Africa, pear production is
expected to decrease by 6% this season.
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Part. II                                                                   Quarterly Summary- Vegetables

Onion

Netherlands The Netherlands is the largest onion exporter globally, holding a 21.1% market share. In
2020, the Netherlands had an export value of USD 815.5 million, and in 2021 production
reached approximately 1.6 million tons. Predictions state that during the 2022 season,
supply will be tighter, but sales will be more stable than in 2021. By the end of the first
quarter, the price of Dutch onions is expected to increase due to lower production volumes
and higher demand.

China China is the second-largest onion exporter, holding a 12.8% export market share. The
Chinese onion season for red onions starts in May and lasts through June, and for yellow
onions, the season begins in March and lasts through June. In 2021, the onion export market
contracted in China, creating uncertainties for this season due to logistics issues, increased
production costs, and the resurgence of COVID�19. Domestic demand has been strong,
allowing domestic sales more profiFigure than exports for many producers.

Mexico Mexico is the third-largest onion exporter, holding an 11% export market share. The Mexican
onion season for red and yellow onions starts in July and lasts through December and lasts
from February through March for white onions. During the first quarter of 2022, Mexican
onion prices increased by 15% since December due to low production attributed to cold
weather. On March 1, 2022, the United States lifted the onion export ban they placed on
Chihuahua in October 2021 from the presence of salmonella on imported products.

India Indian onions faced a rough start to 2022 because unseasonal heavy rains across
onion-growing states damaged crops. Damaged crops and low-quality onions negatively
impacted onion exports. Exports are forecast to pick up by the end of March since new
onion crops have decent quality, but prices are low. Due to the Russia-Ukraine conflict, India
is facing higher freight costs that will cause a rise in the prices of onions.

Figure 8.
Source: FAOSTAT

Outlook The onion market has been affected globally because of decreased supply, logistic
complications, and increased production costs. The global onion supply is expected to
recover during 2022.
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Part. II                                                                   Quarterly Summary- Vegetables

Bell Pepper

Mexico Mexico is the largest bell pepper exporter, holding a 29% export market share. The main
destination for Mexican bell peppers is the United States, which imports 98.8% of its bell
peppers from Mexico. At least 50% of bell pepper production in Mexico is carried out under
a protected agriculture modality (greenhouse, shade mesh, or macro tunnel), allowing a
constant supply of bell peppers year-round. Predictions state Mexican bell pepper
production will rise by 5% to 8% in 2022 due to an expansion of productive areas in the
country.

Spain Spain is the second largest bell pepper exporter globally, holding a 22.5% export market
share. Spanish bell pepper season starts in June and lasts through October. In the first
quarter of 2022, Spain had a small supply of bell pepper for exports, which was affected by
Storm Filomena, causing a decreased supply, diminishing quality, and increasing prices.
Predictions state that the production area for Spanish bell pepper will increase by 4%,
reaching 12,770 hectares this season.

The Netherlands The Netherlands is the third-largest bell pepper exporter, holding an 18.9% market share.
The Dutch bell pepper season starts in late spring and lasts through fall. So far this year,
Dutch bell pepper production has slowed down due to delayed planting and low-growth
weather. The quality of the Dutch bell pepper supply was good this quarter due to favorable
temperatures and dry winter. It is expected that Dutch bell peppers will face increased
production and freight costs due to high energy and fuel prices.

Canada Canada is the fourth-largest exporter of fresh bell peppers, with a market share of 8.17%. In
2020, Canada reached an export value of USD 505.77 million. Canadian bell pepper season
starts at the end of June, which is why during the first quarter, Canada has been covering
its domestic demand with bell peppers from Mexico and California. It is expected that
Canada will start its bell pepper season with no problems.

Figure 9.
Source: FAOSTAT

Outlook
Despite facing a slow start in the 2022 global bell pepper production, predictions state
bell pepper supply availability will recover, and global demand will be met without any
major issues. The increasing global demand and global production costs will trigger
higher prices than last year.
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Part. II                                                                   Quarterly Summary- Vegetables

Carrot

China China is the largest carrot exporter, holding a 25.7% export market share. Carrots are
produced year-round in China and are mainly exported to Vietnam, Hong Kong, and
Thailand. Chinese carrot production has remained stable since 2017 at about 18 million
metric tons. In the first quarter, the production and exports of Chinese carrots have
remained stable.

The Netherlands The Netherlands is the second-largest carrot exporter with a 13.2% export market share. In
2020, the Netherlands reached a carrot export value of USD 180.4 million, representing a
13.2% decrease from the exports in the previous year. The main export destinations for
Dutch carrots include Germany, Belgium, and France. Dutch carrot season is set to start in
August and last through November.

United States The United States is the third-largest carrot exporter, holding an 8.8% market share. Since
2017, carrot production in the United States has increased, reaching an overall production
value of USD 831.5 million in 2021. California holds 94% of the American carrot production
area, followed by Texas and Washington. Carrot season in the United States ends in
January, and last season ended with good yields, high-quality products, and good exports.
At the moment, Texas is facing low production and high production costs.

Spain Spanish carrot exports to France start at the beginning of March, with exports to Germany
and the UK beginning in April. Spain had good weather during the first quarter of 2022, with
no winter storms or snow, stimulating production. In 2022, there was an overproduction of
carrots. Additionally, rain during March has prevented harvest, and a general transport strike
has prevented carrot exports. The oversupply and export complications caused a drop in
the price of carrots.

Figure 10.
Source: FAOSTAT

Outlook
Predictions state global carrot supply will remain stable this year. Unfortunately, global
exports might be affected due to global logistic issues, the Russia-Ukraine war, and
increased production and freight costs. Increased costs will trigger an increase in the
carrot price in many markets, including Europe, South America, and the United States.
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About Us
____

Tridge is a Global Trade Ecosystem in the food and
agriculture industry that combines professional network
and data intelligence and makes trustworthy and
sustainable cross-border trades possible. We create and
provide a very unique and powerful global-scale platform
for buyers and suppliers to be connected and do business
with each other more confidently and seamlessly.

Our mission is to become a go-to place for the ultimate
sourcing solutions by creating a safe and reliable trade
community. For Buyers, Tridge consistently provides
extensive market trend data around the globe, creating
opportunities in both untapped and existing markets and
connecting them with credible suppliers. For Suppliers,
we identify and develop sales opportunities from the
regions they could not reach ever before. We combine
state-of-the-art technology to make this happen.

For more information visit:
tridge.com

For more information call:
�82 2 6674 5500

Sales:
global-enterprise-sales@tridge.com

Intelligence:
intelligence-solutions@tridge.com
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